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N is a fu Shin , and wortly of all ee 
| that Cbriſi Jeſus came into the M orld to ſave Sin- 
ners, whom I am chief hawbeit for this Cauſe 1 
obtained Mercy, that in me firſt Jeſus Chri it might 
Here forth all Long- Juffering, far” a Pattern to them 
2 which Should heregſter believe on him to une | 
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AN St. Pauls Epiſtle to Tony, white: 
*. in he repeats the great Doctrines of 
N Godlineſs, as became a Perſon in hig 
& high Office and Place of Fruſt, an 


MS oy which he delivers now into bis Succeſſct d 
Care to keep for Chriſt's fake, he ſeveral Times ſpeaks 


after this Manner, This is a faithful Saying, &c.“ 
and this was not done asif any Part of the Seriptures, or 


33 0 "2 et this 


this his Charge were of Jeſs Authority or Truth, but 
as Moſes often renewed his Meſſage and Efrand to'the 
Maelites with, All theſe Words the Lord thy God 
commanded,” or as the Prophets very often repeated, 
Thus faith theLord;” and Jeſus himſelf, when he . 
delivered Doctrines of the utmoſt Importance, a 
Things neceſſary to our eternal Happineſs, generally 
began with «« Verily, verily I fay unto you, thus daes 
the Apoſtle in the Text, when he writes to another 
great Miniſter of Chriſt, and indeed to all who labour 
nin God's Vineyard, that with Boldneſs and Courage 
they might propagate ſuch confirmed Doctrines with 
all their Might, and give more Heed to the divine 
| Charges delivered in fo extraordinazgg and in fo ſolemn 


: > 


a Manner, = | 
Ihe Time will not allow me to ſpeak of the many 
bleſſed Doctrines handed down to us in this Way, I 
ſhall therefore ſpeake chiefly of this main Doctrine of 
the Apoſtle, and upon which all the Hopes of poor 
Men are grounded, namely, Our Saviour's coming 
from Heaven into the World to fave Sinners. This is 
a faithful Saying, and worthy of all Acceptation, that 
Jeſus Chriſt came into the World to fave Sinners.” 
This Doctrine is properly the Subſtance -of the 
whole Goſpel,” and is every where taught us in the 
New Teſtament, both from our Lord himſelf and 


conciled to God, and come back to Jeſus; the Shep- 


CCC Et 
This, however lighted by ſo many, and though. 


true Doctine, ard nid their * and believing, 
it is worthy of: the Acceptatiqn of all Men. 
Ik an Offer of Life and Pardon could be made ts 
bade in Diſtreſs and Chains, or if the News of Li- 
berty and Redemption ſhould be brought to the 
| . in the Gallies, or ſuch as ſpend their melan- 
choly Days in Priſon or Baniſhment, or ſhould the 
moſt wretched and poor Perſon in the World be of- 
fered a full Receipt from all his Cteditors, and a fine 
Eſtate beſides for the longeſt Term, all would think 
the Offers worthy of their Acceptance, and leap for 
Joy at the good News; but ſhould the News of 
Liberty come to his Ears who thinks himſelf in no 
Danger, or ſhould the Tidings of a general Releaſe 
be ſent to F reemen, or Bread be brought to the ex- 15 
ceeding rich, and to ſuch as fare delicately every 
Day, it would have no ſuch effect; and it is no 
other than a falſe Concluſion of their being ſafe, good 
2 not fallen from God, or ſo deſperately wicx- 
„ and in Danger of periſhing as they really are, 
| 3 makes the Gospel to be heard ſo coldly aud in- 
differently by more than half the World. A 
Could a Preacher tell his Auditors where every one 
ſhould find Treaſure. hid, or how they might enſure 
to themſelves a vaſt Fortune, or could he teach them 


bo to free themſelves of every Pain and Sickneſs 


at once, and in what Way they could be immenſely 
rich, O how would People flock: to hear him! there 

would be ſcarce Room for the Concourſe any where, 
and he would not be able to make his Voice reach to 
the leaſt Part of his Hearers; but when a Meſſenger 
of the! King of Saints comes, and brings the News of 
the Kingdom of God opened, and preaches Free Grace, 


Redemption from Death and Hell, eternal Life, and 


all the Bleſſings of the World to come, into which 


= ſhould * mo eagerly, how coldly is he heard? 
| : When. 


| (£1 
When he ſpeaks of «the:Treaſure! hid in the Field;”” 
how few believe the Report? And when he declare 
how near our Saviour'is' tojuftify and help the Sin- 


ner, how: willing he is to pardon all Sin, and to 


come with his Father into them, and there make his 
Abode, how very few open the Door and look for 
him? and in how exceeding few 1 is „the Arm of the 
Lord revealed? = 
The Enemy of Souls, the God of this World fuo- To 
a amazingly even in Chriſtian Countries, in keep- 
ing Men ignorant of Jeſus and his Love to Sinners, 
and when his Divinity is only ſlightly confeſſed; and 
his eternal Redemption conſidered butſuperficially and 
at a Diſtance, it is no wonder that the bleſſed News is | 
| . e entertained. 5 
+». When. Jeſus: entered Simon the Phariſee' s Houſe 5 
got no Kiſs, no hearty Weleeme, no Water to waſh 
| his: Feet, no Oil for his Head, no Incenſe burnt be- 
fore him, and no precious Gintmant perfumed his 
Chamber, the Reaſon was, he did not know his 
Gueſt, he did not feel how much he wanted a Savi- 
our; but the Sinner, the Harlot Mary, who was 
called by him out of her Sins, and invited to the 
Kingdom of Heaven, thought ſhe could never make 
enough of the Lord, ſhe embraced his Feet, kiſſed 
them, waſhed them with Tears, and broke her 
Alabaſter Box of Spikenard upon them, and loved 
much. Thus is it now, while Men deceive them- 
ſelves and fancy they are good Churchmen, pious, 
and religious enough, and that there is no Danget of 
their future State, there a few Prayers, a little Alms, 
or ſome Acts of Self. denial and ortification, lull to 
Sleep the ſtirring Conſcience, and make the poor 
Heart at Peace without Chriſt. To ſuch, as well as 
to the Wanton, the Prophane, the Worldling, the 
b hams and, Lover of Pleaſure, Ss 
> pe 
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and dis neglected to the very laſt; but an awakened 


Soul, a Man who feels his on Sinfulneſs as an into- 
lerable Burden, and who wants to be faved, but 
trembles at the Word of God, has many Fears about 
his Condition, &c. he hears that God our Saviour 
came from Heaven, out of mere Pity and Compaſſi- 
on to ſave undone Souls, to help poor People, and 
to undertake for them and be their Saviour, and this 
is the beſt of News to ſuch an Heart. Deep Hu- 
mility and a ſolid Conviction and Conſciouſneſs of his 
Sin and whole corrupted Nature, makes him only 
willing to know, if Jeſus can receive ſuch a Wretck 
as he has been? and when he can be perſuaded of 
this, O how entirely does he leave all his old and 
darling Sins! with what Joy does he receive our 8- 
viour's Offer of For r and is glad in his Sal. 
vation? His e e and — 7 in him for] IE 
when the Holy Spirit yore whiſpers the Word 
| Raontifiation and then he thinks upon inviting 
others to the ſame Grace, and is ready every wine 
to tell how | worthy of all Mens Acceptation this 
god Doctrine is, 0 that Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
ie, to fave; eh of en, 9 ee 1 . 
Cher. 
It is iodeed'a 8 Be it is a ; Priviers; be! 
| flowed. upon Men beyond all Hopes and Wiſhes, 
and which makes all who accept it happy and bleſs 
ſed for ever; and all who ſligbt, or reject, or dela 
the; cloſing in with ſo gracious an Offer, 'chereby 
make themſelves of all Men the moſt miſerable. 
But then who. is Jeſus. that is coming into tbe 
World is of ſuch Importance? He is the eternal 
_ God} He is that ok that Creator, and Divine 
Being, againſt whom all had ſinned, and who out often- 
1 Mercy tothe World came from his Throne and 


Majeſty, 
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wo 


Majeſty, and was incarnate, a Man, a Servant, and 
whote. whole painful Life, :forrowful' ànd ſhame- 


ful Neath, was; endured by him with this "ſole and 
pure View, to ſave dinners. He had no Deſign but 


finely and entirely to help them out of their Con- 
demnation and Slavery, and to bring them in Peace 


back io him. He would have been Glorious, and High, 


the fame if we had been left in our Guilt, and ſuf- 


fered Hell eternal! 5 but as he loved all his Works, 


and choſe not the Death of a Sinner, and as he knew 


Hell was not made for Man, but for the Devil and 


his Angels, he pitied us when we were ſunk into 


their Ruin, and come under their Judgment, and be- 


ſore all his innumerable Company of Angels and 


bleſſed Spirits re ſolved to be their Saviour. 'T his Je- 


Enemy; all Souls are now his, the Soul of the Father 
and the Souls of the Children, they are his purchaſed 


Poſſeſſion, and he has on their Account made a perfect 
Amends, Atonement, and Satisfaction in his hea- 


venly Fatber's Sight, he has prepared an everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs for them, and opened ſuch'à Fountain 


in his own Blood that waſhes out every Sin, und 


even the Remembrance of it from before God; and 


now has he ordained it as an everlaſting Goſpel, to 
be publiſhed and announced to every Creature, that 
whoſo in the World would be glad to be ſaved, and 


who ſincerely wants Mercy and Salvation, many 
come to him and have it. The Worſt and mit 


VDndeſerving, even the Rebellious, are invited to this 
HFHappineſs as to a Feaſt, and this Goſpel; theſe true 
Sayings are worthy of all Acceptation, ſince it comes 


from God Almighty, and is a Gift worthy only of 


that Giver, who is the Author and Cauſe of eternal 


a 
* L 


Liſe, and who hereby gives the beſt Gift he can 


give, namely, Himſelf, his Kingdom, his Spirit, 
| 15 f J 7 | £ : + 1 5 it his : 


- 
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| bis Blood, Body, and Righteouſneſs, and whatever 
is able to make us completely happy and perfect. 
Many, yes, many as the Stars in Number, have 
been Witneſſes of this Grace, and now reap the great 
Salvation, the Fruit of the Lord's Toil and Servitude 
A c = 
Left Satan ſhould ſuggeſt to an honeſt and well- 
meaning Soul, that his Sins were too many, too 
great, or of too heinous a. Nature to be pardoned, 
| Jeſus our kind and dear Saviour has ſet forth Exam- 
' ples of his Mercy, and, as it were, choſen out from 
all Claſſes of Sinners the very vileſt, and ſuch as 
were come to the Height of Danger, and theſe he 
has graciouſly ſaved, as Patterns to them which 
ſhould hereafter believe on him to everlaſting Life. 
St. Paul calls himſelf one of theſe, and ſays, I am 
the chief of Sinners, but obtained Mercy for this 
Cauſe,” and fets himſelf forth as a Monument of free 
Mercy. None can believe that in reſpe& of out- 
ward groſs Sins he was chief, for he had been brought 
up in the moſt ſtrict way; but he ſpeaks in reſpet 
of his having, out of an unbelieving Heart, deſpiſed 
and lighted Chriſt's meritorious Death and Righte- 
ouſneſs, and, in the Manner of the Phariſee, attempt- 
ed to eſtabliſn his own, and out of a falſe Zeal per- 
ſecuted the Diſciples and Doctrine of Jeſus. In this 
Senſe he calls himſelf the chief of Sinners, i. e. one 
who has ſinned above others, and whoſe Crimes 
were of a Scarlet Dye, and who had given our Sa- 
viour and his Spirit ſo much Trouble to conquer and 
ſubdue him to the Faith. 1-457 As 
All truly awakened Souls think with the Apoſtle 
thus, and whether their Lives have been notoriouſly 
vile in Mens Eyes or not, they feel too deeply 
their Sin to extenuate or leſſon it; they can eaſily 
excuſe others, but themſelves they condemn and 
< "oF B no loath 
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This poor Woman was taken from the Head of 


5 


|  loath in Duſt and Aſhes, and, like Jeremiab and St. 


James, confeſs, * the Heart is deceitful above all Things, 
and deſperately wicked;” and it is to encourage ſuch 
to hope for Mercy and draw near to Jeſus, that he 


has exhibited and ſhewn forth ſo many Inſtances df 
his Mercy and Compaſſion in the Scriptures, who, 


as St. Paul calls them, are Patterns, Examples, and 
Mounments of Mercy, and Pillars in the Temple of 
God.“ Of theſe there are five eminent in the Goſ- 
pel, and who ſeem to be the chief of every Rank of 
Sinners, the Account of whoſe Converſions and Mer- 
cies are written for our Sakes, that we who want 
Mercy may obtain it through their Mercy, and ven- 
ture to come boldly to the Throne of Grace by 

their Example. The five whom I ſhall mention 
are, Mary Magdalene, Zeccheus, the Thief who was 
crucified with our Saviour, Cornelious, and St. Paul, 
of all theſe I will ſpeak freely, and firſt of Mary 


* 


the Unclean and Incontinent; ſhe had been a known 


Sinner, a public Harlot and Adultreſs. It is likely 


ſhe had been the Ruin of many, and ſeduced them 
at fitſt into Sin; her whoriſh Heart had made her 


40 ſeven fold the Child of the Devil,” who no doubt | 


thought ſurely to have her; Luſt and Hnpurity ruled 
het and led her Captive; ber Shame was her Boaſt, 
and perhaps het polluted Body was reer, K the 


Grave, through her intemperate and unchafte Life, 


while her wretched Soul was ready to periſh for ever. 
| Ty w ſeſas came ſeeking. 
the Loft, and preaching the Goſpel of Repentance 
and Remiſſion of Sins, and called her out of her 
Slavery and Danger. Some of the firſt Chtiſtians 


- fay, that our Saviour had been ' preaching on the 


« Shepherd who left the ninety and nine in the Wil. 
Et e derneſs 


TN L 111 „ 
neſs to ſeek one Lamb that he had loſt,” It was how 
eyer on that Day Jeſus dined with Simon that ſhe 
was converted. She followed him into the Houſe 
weeping; her haughty Looks were humbled, her 
brazen and impudent Face waſhed with hundreds of 
Tears, and ſhe who before could appear boldly be- 
fore all the World, and on purpoſe entered Company 
with her Eyes full of Adultery, and darting her Fire _ 
on all Sides, now crept behind and kneeled at Jeſu's 
Feet, like Zve and her guilty and naked Huſband, 
when they heard the Voice of the Lord God ;in the 
Cool of the Day in Paradiſe. O come hither ye le- 
cherous and debauched Livers, ye Whoremongers 
and Harlots, ye whoſe Beds and Bodies have been 
defiled like Magdalene, look upon her, ſee thoſe 
Lips which. uttered ſuch Obſcenity, tremblingly kiſ- 
ſing the Lord's Feet; ſee her Hair onęe curled and 
platted to entice Men to fin with her, now. hidi 
her bluſhing Face and wiping her Tears 8 f 


as they fell upon his Feet. With all her fine Cloaths, 


her ſplendid Vail, her ſeducing Attite and Orna- 
ments, ſhe ſinks in the Duſt before our Saviour, and 
makes Teats and Sighs ſpeak the Language of her 
Heart, Come, O come and do likewiſe} Do not 
think, I dare not, I may not, my Sins are too many, 
my ſecret Crimes and F ollutions are too predpminant, 
and render me unfit to pray, unit to hope for Mercy, 
ſince ſhe is ſet forth as a Pattern to thoſg of her. Claſs 
who; repent, and believe in Jeſus. Te bink, -O think 
where ſhe is now, yonder, ſhe ſits at Jeſus Chriſt's 
Feet a pure Virgin in Heaven, our Saviour had Mer- 
Ag ITT: and ſaid before Simon the Phariſee, and 

l thoſe who fat at Meat with him, Thy Sins that 

are many areforgiven thee, go in Peace.” At once ſhe 

found her Soul redeemed, the Enemy her Mafter loſt. 
his Hold, while God her Saviour ſpake her clean. 
ENS 2: a This 


VV! 
This was the Woman who afterwards loved Jeſus ſo. 
much; this was her that before the ſelf-rightequs 
Simon obtained Mercy; this was ſhe who had the 
Honour to miniſter of her Subſtance to Jeſus, and ta 
ſtand with the Virgin Mary under the Croſs, and 


wWbo firſt ſaw the Lord after he aroſe. He did not 


firſt appear to his Mother or to the Twelve, or to 
his Favourite John, but to her who before Day 
was up, and weeping alone, becauſe ſhe had miſſed 
her Lord. This was the firſt Preacher of the Reſur- 
rection, the highly- favoured Perſon who got the firſt 
greeting from the riſen Redeemer, and is ſent by 
him to appoint the Place where all the reſt ſhould 
| 178 him. I dare ſay, no ſpotleſs Maiden now 
- Thines brighter round the Throne, or more loves 
and adores the Lamb! All her Fellow- Saints ſee her, 
and worſhip. God becauſe of the great Mercy be- 
ſtowed upon her. Lift up your Eyes of Faith, ye 
Who have followed her in U. d ſe 
tern of Mercy ſhe is for you! ſee what the Bloed of 
Jeſus has accompliſhed on that once wretched, but 


uſts, and ſee what a Pat- 


now happy Womon ! A Drop of Jeſu's Blood can. 


make you clean, like her, and make the. worſt and 
moſt defiled, chaſte Virgins ina Moment. The Blood 
of Jeſus cleanſeth from all Sin,“ and does not only 
_ damp. the impure Nature, prevent and earth 


wild and unholy Fire, but eaſes the Conſcience, and 


waſhes away the very Remembrance of Sin from be- 
fore the Lord. O let this Woman's Mercy compel 
and encourage you to apply to the ſame gracious. 
Maſter, and you ſhall find that the Hiſtory of Mary 
was written not for her Sake only, but for your Sakes 
alſo, to whom the ſame Grace ſhall be imparted, if 


. Ä nn n 
- Let the Senſe of your Diſobedience'and abomina- 
dle Deeds bow you. down at his Feet; ſhed your 


Tears 


Fl | 
Tears there, and thence ſtir not till the fame Lord 
who granted her eternal Life, and made her fo near 
and dear to him, vouchſafes you to hear, Thy Sins 
are forgiven 5 I mean, till his Spirit has made it 
clear to your Heart that all your Sins are pardoned 
and doneè away in the Blood of the Lamb, and your 
Luuſts and Impurities killed and aboliſhed in his cold 
Sweat and Teats. Since the chief of Sinners is ſa- 
ved, venture you alſo and be ſaved freely, and ex- 
perience, „that it is a faithful Saying, and worthy of 
all Acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the World 
to ſave Sinners.“ . QELS. SE Sa EPFL 2 a 1 
 -Feccheus was another Monument of Grace; he 
perhaps had not gone on in Mary's Coutſe, but was 
a' public Sinner; he was the CHIEF OF THE PUB- 
 LICANS, | and he was rich. The Publicans were 
a ſort of unconſcionable Men who farmed the Taxes 
And Tribyte-money, and who had it in their Power 
to uſe Extortion; and diſtreſs and oppreſs the Poor; 
the ſtrict Part of the Jewiſh Church held them Ana- 
thema, and our Saviour and St. 7% ranks them 
With Harlots and the worſt of Men; but, beſide his 
being of this Buſineſs, beſide his being the Chief of 
this Clan, he was rich. He was in double Danger, 
he was ungodly and without any Religion, and he 
was rich. Our Saviour had ſaid, how hard it was 
for a rich Man to enter the Kingdom of Heaven?“ and 
if ſo, here was one rich and wicked too; all in 
Ferico knew the Sinner Zeccheus. Come near ye 
| Covetous, ye worldly minded, and miſerable People, 
ye Oppreſſors of the Poor, and ye who are rich, 
though your Danger is great, and the Obſtacles in 
your Way many, yet if you are minded to be ſaved 
and want to fee Jeſus, behold Zaccheus is a Pattern 
of Mercy for you. See the Man who without Pi 
Fgirinded the Faces of the Poor, who ſtood ** a 
8 | | ; int 


DSA. 0 FAY — PI — — — 


Priſon, threaten, and oppreſs his Te 


be, I will give half of my Goods to feed the Poor, 


14 J . : 


Flint unmoved at the Cry of the Widow and Father= 


leſs, who could diftreſs the; Needy, and thruſt into 


eee ee orcs is. Lepante.. and: yrhg, 
got his Gain with Cruelty and Extottion, who took. 
barbarouſly the Bread, as it were, from the. Or phans, 

and Hungry, and made many a Child ſuffer Wan "= 
while the Parents wept bitterly unminded; behold 
the Rich, who was in Danger of crying out with 

Dives for a Drop of Water in vain for ever, and of 


being one of that Number who. have their. good 


Things in this Life, he has found Pardon! Jeſus ſaw. 


him in the Sycamore Tree and haſtened him down, 


that he might bring Salvation to his Houſe, for, faith. 
he,* To-dayTmuſt abide with the.“ O happy Day! 
O happy Zaccheus! He that ſhewed no Mercy when 


it was aſked with Tears and Cries, finds Mercy 


without ſo much as aſking for it. This exalts the 
Doctrine of Free Grace indeed, and makes Zaccleus 


a gloribus Pattern of Mercy. He made haſte and 


received Jeſus into his Houſe and into bis Heart, 
and had ſcarce received Pardon and believed unto. 


— — 


Salvation, but bis Faith worked by Love, and yield- 


| ed the Fruſt of good Works: « Behold Lord. fd 


N 


and where I have wronged any one by falſe Accuſa- 
tion I will reſtore him four- fold. Thus it is where 


a true Faith in Chriſt is, there are good Works, and 
a tender Heart immediately, . No Soul in Jerich 


Bae 4 ; . | 2 
could have received the Lord with ſo much Joy as 
this Man, he had much forgiven him, and he loved 
much. If any who hear me would fain be faved, . 


but becauſe you are rich tremble, O take Coura 995 


by the Example of Zaccheus; take our Saviour's. 


Advice, give Alms of ſuch Things as you have, die 
perſe abroad, give to the Poor, and begin to, be 


| faithfulStewardsof the Mammon of Uncighteouſneſs, | 


and 


7 136.3 5 
and. bene in bim, and ſo ſhall; you get "Treaſure 
in Heaven: Or ale you afraid becauſe of your for- 
mer Copetouſneſs and Search after Riches? Does the 
Remembrance of 3 your Atheiſm, Infidelity, Careleſſ- 
nei in religious Matters, Oppreſſion of the Poor, 
; hatd' Behaviour to your Inferiors, or want of Ten- 
derneſs and Kindneſs to Perſons in Neceſſity, and 
who were in Debt, in Priſon, and overwhelmed 
with Penury, &c. bow you down and diſheaiten 
- you? See Teles Chriſt's nals on Zaccheus ! 
See the worſt and moſt hardened of Wretches has 
found 0 the chief of the Publicans is ſaved O 
go, C ** unworthy. of Pity as you are, ſtand 
Pecre merciful Jeſus, ſhew him your public 
and attrocious Crimes, your ſecret Injuſtice, and 
hidden Offences, ſpread all open before him, and fall 
at the Judge's Feet a ſelf. condemned and guilty 
Sinner; he came to ſave ſuch, his Bowels of Com- . 
paſſion yearned over ſuch. It is a true Saying, and 
worthy of your Acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came 
into the World to ſave Sinners ;” plead this, and this 
alone, and ſtand only in Zaccheus's Place with the ſame. 
willing Heart to ſee Jeſus, with the ſame believing 
Heart, and you f ihall Hob his Mercy to all Eter- 


nit 
The he Dy Wet is LE eminent Pie ad af ; 
| Merey, and itnels chat Jeſus, came to. ſave Sin- 
ners. 
This Man ſeemed kardened? above micafurs,” elſe 
he could not have joined with his other Fellow Cri- 
minal in the Inſults and Blaſphemy of the Multi- 
tude: His Blood - guiltineſs (for in all Likelihood he 
had been a Murderer) his Robberies, and Thieving, 
ſeemed to lie with ſmall Weight on his Conſcience; 
it appeared as if Sin had ſeated it, and made it obdu- 
rate and hard as the nether Mill ſtone; ; it was as if 
he 
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ad n 89 'T "IO of his Danger; Bau er Scuf, 
but was e lin g into eternal Flames; wulle : 
be. joined the Scoffers and Mockers, how did eur 
| N pity him! He faw how far Satan had pre- 
vailed and deluded his Slave; and with ſtrong Eries 
and Tears interceded for him, and was heard his 
Petitions reached the Ears of his Almighty Fatht#;: 
and rebounded, as it were, to the Thief's Heart, 
be awaked at once out of his Sleep, the Infide! 
believes in Jeſus, and called him Lor the Blaſphe - A 
mer repented of bis Blaſphemy, and beſeeches "the 

King of : rae! to think upon 2 when he odd 
come into his Kingdom. Surely all, even the wileſt, 
muſt have wondered at his Reprobate Behaviour - wand 
fore, but above Meaſure / they muſt be aſtoniffies N 
now to hear him ſue to him for Merey, wWhom ben 
fore he had fo derided and deſpiſed; and as much a 
in- Heaven and Earth muſt have wondered when 
Jeſus. Have him that ſweet and mercifuÞ Afnfwer, - 

To- day ſhalt thou he with me in Paradiſe,” He was 
an open and publie Sinner, and as openly and i 
publicly did the Lamb abſolve, receneile, 
him; He took him home with him in Pence, und 


from the very Brink of Hell brought bim to He- | 


ven. Here then look ye poor Rebels, ye Phieves'/ 
and moſt criminal and guilty Men, ye Unjuſt and 
Wicked, betiold jeſus- made his Dec win ch Wie- 
ked, and ſtretched out his Hands as if he meant to 
offer both his guilty Partners in ſoffering, Mien 
Look and fee how the ehief of Felovs, Weswtefbf , 
Sinners is ſaved! It is likely this Man bad lived ai: 
abandoned and debauched Life, careleſfs of Gand 
his own poor Soul, 'a Lover of ba Company We 
and wonton, til} his Crimes brought him t that © 
ſhameful End. So far Satan led "himz® and would 
have catried off his TRY bad not 4 dear Saviour 

| inter- 


po” 
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interpoſed and ſhewn Mercy; but he did it ſo open- 
ly that he might make him an Example and Pattern 
to thoſe who ſhould hereafter believe on him to ever- 
_ laſting Life,” . alſo to give Hope to ſuch as turn to 

him on their Death Beds, and who repent in their 
laſt Hours; but it was eſpecially to ſhew, that he 
juſtifies the Ungodly, and that even when an unjuft, 
_ careleſs, or moſt profligate and bad Perſon is diſpoſed 
for eternal Life, and wants to be ſaved, he may; let 
him apply tothe FriendofPublicansand Sinners tot he 
Sonof God who came into the World to fave Sinners, 
he ſhall not periſh, he ſhall be ſaved. Perhaps ſome | 
may think, 1 have been unchaſte and unclean with 

Mary, I have been covetous and hard-hearted with 
Zaccheus, and wicked, unjuſt, diſhoneſt, and a Liar, 4 
Swearer, a Blaſphemer with the Thief, and whatthen? 
Should. all their complicated Crimes centre in you, 
and you be guilty of all, and were even the Sins of 
all the World upon you, Jeſus is the Lamb that 

takes away the Sin of the World; he is juſt ſuch an 
almighty and tender-hearted Saviour as you want, 
and becauſe he knew you were loſt, periſhed, and 
undone without him, and could not recover, or by 
any other Means get del:vered from Satan and the 
Wrath to come, therefore he came into the World to 
ſave. you, and has ſet forth ſo many Examples and 
Patterns of Mercy to encourage you to turn to him 
with all your Hearts and be ſaved. _ 8 


Cornelius the Centurian at Cœſarea is another of 


theſe Patterns, and of whom I muſt alſo ſpeak a 


little. I will not reckon him of the Sort of ary, 
or number him with Zaccheus, or rank him with the 
Malefactor, for it ſeems as if be was eminent in an- 
_ other: way. He was certainly famous among the 
Reman, Heathen,for Bravery, ſince he was a Cexu- 
rion of the {zalian Band, and for Piety, becauſe he 
ler Goon 
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'(afted, was devout, juſt, gave woch Alm e 
God, and prayed always; ſo far the Ir of Na- 
ture and a tender Conſcience, helped by the Morali- 
ty of the Doctors among the Philoſophers, had 


brought him, but he was ſtill without Chriſt, and 
unſafe; for could Morality and his Obedience to Na- 
tural Religion have ſaved him, the Angel appeared 


to him in vain, and ſent him to bear the Goſpel 


from St. Peter in vain, but he muſt hearthe Words of 
| Pater whereby he ſhould be ſaved; and this is à clear 


Proof that ſuch err who think without our Saviour 


to get to Heaven: But Cornelius is a Pattern to all 
who look after Mercy and ſcarce know how. He 


was in his Way a good Man, and wanted to be ſaved, 


and Jeſus, whom he knew not, would not difap- 


point him; and to this Day, whenever Souls are 


fincere and honeſt in deſiring Salvation, (let them be 
5 7 urls, Jetus, or Heathens, and ſeek it with Wiſdom 
or fooliſuly) they will find it; our Saviour, -who 


— hicaſelf to Abrabam when he was an Ha- 
then and bleſſed him, and who ſent his Angel to Cor 
nelius, will find Means to bring them to the Know- 


ledge of his Goſpel, and will ſend ſome to preach 
Jeius and his Redemption to them: Their having. 
ived like Cornelius without the Benefit of Revealed 


b Religi on ſhall not hinder them to come to Heaven; 
they ſhall hear the Goſpel and be faved; God ſhall 
ſend: ſame faithful Peter td them, who ſhall preach 
Chriſt and his Merits to their Soul's Health, or ſome 
Book ſhall ſet forth that open Door to them; or Gui 
by his Holy. Spirit ſhall manifeſt his Son, and lead 
them to All the Means of Grace, and to the attain. 
ing ee appineſs and Righteouſneſs by Chriſti Je. 
ſus. In 
of Mercy, in that, though he was not under the 
| Law of Maſes, nor had the Privilege of the Jer, 
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this reſpect therefore is Cornelius à Pattern 


hen od 
; 


- wo! 
when he ended Mercy 'God 1 him Mereys 's. 
and when I MortObadicabe, Univeiſal Bene vd - 


lenae, and ſtrict Obſervance of the Laws of N ad - 


could not ſatisfy him, but he felt he lacked perfect 

Righteouſneſs, the Angel of the Lord led him to hear 
ol that Man *<in-whoſe Name is preached Forgiveneſs 

of Sins, and he heard, believed, was baptized, receiv- 

ed the Holy Ghoſt, and is now ſafe with the innu- 
merable Company of the F irft-born 1 in _ Kinga 
of Cod. 

The laſt that remains to be ſſ poken of is St. Paul 
himſelf; who, i in the Text, ſtiles Himſelf the Chief of 
Sinners. He differed: much from Ce, in that 
he was no Heathen nor called upon other Gods, but 
was a ſtrict Few under the Law; and, as G 
ſoughit Righteouſneſs without the Law; ſo Paul fought 

it by the Law, and profited in his Religion exceed- 
go deing of the-ftrifteft Sort in his Chureb, and 
more zealous for the Law and for the Traditions 
of the Fathers than many in Jeriſalm; he was 4 
Perſon who carried the Matter of Righteouſneſs; 
perhaps, farther than any one, was of the beloved 

Tribe of Benjamin, the Son of a devout and ſtric 
Parent, circumciſed the eighth Day, lived in all 


good Conſdienee, and, as touching the Law, blame- i 


leſs; was in Faviour with the Hrgh-prieſt, the San- 
hedrim, and the Elders, à Diſciple of Gamaliel, and 
indeed had all the Advantages of Education and Re- 
ligion, but knew not the Righteouſneſs of Faith in 
Chriſt... This made him ſo angry with the Chriſtians; 
they preached Chriſt; they ſaid, that that Perſon 
who was executed on the Croſs, who died the curſed 
Death, and was numbered with Tranſgreſſors, was 

the LoxDand Chriſt, through whoſe Name only could 
be obtained Remiſſion of Sins, and by Faith in whom 
. Was e All his Edueation and 

* „ Bo | * 


* 
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Blog did not hinder him, he. joined the” 
Bf . 2 blaſpheme ſuch a Docteiass Which 
ſet at nought Seif righteouſneſs and ans gun 
Holineſs, and aſſiſted a at the killing of St. Stephen, - 


0 keeping their Cloaths Ho ſtoned him, andecunfenting 


to his Death he baniſhed fome} made athers re- 
nounce our Saviour, got others ſcourgedz and with 
- "all his Might perſecuted. ſuch as called upon the 
Name of Jeſus, ſcorning and deſpiſing his Blood and 


Mlerxits, and trampling his Atonement and Righte- 


>" ouſneſs under his Feet; but lo! after: all, oun Savi- 
our's Grace Se him, and the elf. righteous 
wr. bel like a poor periſhing Criminal, continues Day 
and Night to pray, without eating or drinking, for 


7551 © Mercy. He ſaw the Neceflity of à divine and bet- 


ter Righteouſneſs than his own; and when God bad 
© brought” down his Heart, ſtripped him of ochis Fig- 


hs Leaves his bepgaily\Raiment, and the:Righteouſ- 


neſs of his Works, then he .pardoned: him, and 
eloathed him with ſis own-Rigicouſneſs, rand ju- 


x L # Rtified the Chief of Sinners. Hear this ye who have 


been of this Sort; and valued ſo much your Duties, 
„ and Alms, and thought ſo little of aur Sa- 
- vieur. and his: Death, hike the Apoſtle, deny all 
5: Nog owns Goodneſs, and come and truſt the Blood 
"w of Chriſt alone, and:you-ſhall-be ſaved, though you 
have beemlified up like Capernaumy as it were, to 
Heaven, Waden ed Sed with the Phariſee, that 
you were not ſo bad ag. Re Drunkards, the Publi- 
cans, and Extortionets, and ſouliſhly thought your- 
ſelves well off and in a god Way, but wbo now 
-are aſhamed of your I houghts, and:whos hluſn at 
your ſpiritual Pride, and even ſhudderi to approach 
the Lamb you have fo: diſeſteemedꝭ or to aſk the 
Righteouſneſs you have ſlighied, or to implore the 
; you have depiſed; let the Example of St. 


Paul 
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Paul encourage! you yet tor call upon- the Name of 
431 1 though - your Sin may appear to have 
been the chiefeſt af all: Sins, in that you have ſo 
acclong fought: by other Ways, and, 328 zit Were, by 
a hnotheb IO Oor to get to Heaven, and put up the Idol 
2 of ynut on Righteouſneſs in the Place of Chriſt, and 
dteamt that your Obedience, Charity, and Prayers | 
ad could buy: your eternal Happineſs, and your Self- 
+> dental make an Amends for: Sin, when-nothipg leſs 
titan the dying of God's only Son could accompliſh 
1 16cthiso I ſay, though all your Pride and Vanity be a 
200 Burden to you now, fear not, but waſh away 
_ your Sins calling upon the Name of the Lotd:.,L know 
if your are truly awakened you muſt think your- 
5 Mo ſelves the Chief of Sinnets indeed, for you muſt feel 


2:0 thew bad it is to ſlight our Baniouty amd bow, much 


2 | Trouble” he bas had to make you truly religious, 
to ſubmit to his Righteouſneſs, and yield-to he ſaved 
| * alone, freely?” dd Yo eden 
: IL have now ſpoken of theſe five erſons who have 

Ir 1 eminent as Patterns of Mercy, and {who were 
(#9! 0 the Head of the principal Claſſes of Sinners. In 
one of the ſe Claſſes almoſt every ane may find 
mditmſelf ; but perhaps there may be ſome who 
boolathink fthenilelves guilty of all, and who are ſenſible 
of cheir unchaſte Deeds and impure Nature, with 

57 . 1 ; ke her, they have lived im Pleaſure and 
| Wantonneſs, rioted, feaſted, and indulged their vi- 

cidus and ſenſual Appetites, lived at Eaſe and in 
110% N waſted their Bodies and impared their 
405 Healdvwithciritemperate and debauched Living, &c. 
'2 i)JikeoTaccheus they ſtand convicted of having uſed 
12.0: oanlawfalbMealures i in ſecuring to {themſelves Riches, 
30; For ofind> themſelves: guiky of Covefouſneſs, Hard- 
Ne heattedneſs to the Poor, Oppteſſion, Cruelty, and 
rxortionz * and Falſe-wicneſs againſt the In- 
| nocent, 


nocent, and the like; beſides, they have ſinned with 

the Thief, have hated their Brother, been Murderers 

therefore before God, paſſionate, fond of bad Com- 

pany, given to Drink, careleſs and irreligious, Lovers 

of Pleaſure more than Lovers of God, fond of Games, 

unfair and deceitful, urns, . having deſerved for 
ack 


ſecret Crimes and black Deeds to die, Swearets, 
Blaſphemers, and, withal their bad and finful Life, 


tempted to imagine themſelves. Chriſtians, or ſatisfi»- 


ed their Conſciences that others were as bad, only 
Hypocrites, and ſuppoſed indulging of their I. uſts 
and Paſhons, &c. were not Sins, ſince Nature 
prompted them on; yea it is poſſible, amidſt all man- 
ner of Diſobedience, to dream one is a good, ſocia- 
ble Perſon, a merry Companion, that means no Ill, 
not of the worſt Bort, but in many reſpects to be 
praiſed, and if at Times ſuch frequent Church, give 
away a few Alms, and refrain for a Time from out- 
ward and groſs Crimes, they can cheat themſelves, 
and hope they have made ſome Progreſs in Righte- 
een . | 5 
I ſome ſhould think I have been a Sinner with 
all, and in great Meaſure am guilty with every Claſs 
of Sinners, yet let them ſo think, I have to deal 
with a God whoſe Mercies are as his Majeſty, whoſe 
Blood is Almighty, and whoſe Right Hand ſaves to 
the uttermoſt. Only bow down at his Feet, conſci- 
ous of your being indeed the chief of Sinners, and 
ſue for Pardon, and Iniquity ſhal} not be your Ruin. 
Let your Hearts repent unfeignedly, and with Tears 
ſeek Forgiveneſs at the Foot of the Croſs, reſolved, 
like Jacob, not to let the Lord go till he bas bleſſed 
you with Salvation, and you ſhall ſurely find it. 
The ſelf-righteous Spirits will find the hardeſt Work 
to ſubmit to Chriſt Jeſus's free Grace, but when 
ͤJ 5 they 


1 John iii, 15. 
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they are Marty tired) and weary "with PTS H: * 
pineſs and Perſection, they will be at laſt glad to 
ſink at Chriſt's Feet, and aſk it there as 2a poor Sin 
ner; but, as I ſaid before, this coſts the Soul and the 
Saviour much before it is done. 

IL know by Experience this, I was brought up 
ſtrictly, taught Religion from my Childhood, and 
carried the Matter of Righteouſneſs very far, and do 
believe ſolemnly, that our Saviour has had more 
Frouble i in bending my poor Heart to his free Sal- 
vation, and conquering my ſelf-righteous Spirit, than 
in faving ſome hundreds of Sinners beſides; but T, 
have obtained Mercy, and I ſet to my Seal to this 
true Saying, * that Jeſus Chriſt came into the World 
to ſave Sinners, of whom I am Chief.” May you all 
happily” experience the fame Mercy, to the Glory 
of his Grace, to > Whouy be Praiſe and Salvation for 
ever. ih Amen!: 
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HYMN, 


=y x 29%: e 
Gobi if bd had Nos age 
JF To wear our Fleſh and e 
1 never had approach d the Lord, 
2 Dns But at a e tod. Tang 
8 38 6 1 ig SS, 
A A Senſe of my TO TORN TRE OD ES 36d 
My Guilt and juſt Deſert, _ 
kid kept me in the worſt Diſtreſs, 
11 00 N And funk. my 1 7 Heart. 
But müce thou haſt incarnate Ys | 
And took the Saviour's Place, 


Only to ſave from Hell and Sin 
The helpleſs human Race: And 


a 
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And fince by thee a . Troop 
Are now got ſafe to Heav'n, 
Who once were Sinners, I have Hope, 
And pray to be "5 Ne 


- 


In Heav'n Ane i in Earth beneath, 


| 1 in Thought, in Deed, a Word, os 


Or in the Pit below, 


There's none deſerves the Second- death. 


More juſt than me, I know, 
LD 


Pve put thy Soul to Grief; 


I am the chief of Sinners, Lord! 


J am the Sinners Chief. 


| My "0m have made ty Croſs, my Guile 


Has caus'd thy Wounds and Pain; 


For me; unclean, thy Blood was fpilts 


— 


By Means of wicked Men. 
VIII. | 


But let a Soul redeem'd io dear, 


Be precious in thy Sight ; 


10 aſh me, and Sin ſhall diſappear, 


And be aboliſh'd quite. 
. | a 
In pard'ning one ſo vile a | 
- Thy Mercy ſhall be — - 
A Monument I too ſhall be, 
Ot Mercy on the Throne, 5 
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